Interlude B
[bookmark: _GoBack]The chapter of Essentials of Geology covers the difference between physical and chemical weathering, soil and rocks, soil formation, and the characteristics of the soil. Physical weathering is a process whereby the rocks change physically without making any changes in its chemical formation where the texture, size and shape are changed without any change occurring in terms of their chemical properties. An example of weathering of rock is when seawater pushes a stone, making it break into small particles. Also, another example of weathering is when forests or range fires makes rocks on the surface of the earth to break into small pieces. Chemical weathering takes place in three different ways; Solution, Hydrolysis and Oxidation. 
Hydrolysis takes place whenever the acidic rainwater pours on rocks or seeps down to any rocky level and makes the rocks to breakdown into a clay form. Oxidation occurs whenever a rock is broken down by oxygen and water. The soil has got several important characters, such as thickness, texture, and types of horizons. These factors of soils are affected by several factors such as parent material, time, climate and organisms.
Parent material refers to the organic material or mineral material that makes up the soil. Time affects the characters of the mineral in that; the materials take time to break into small particles. The most important factors that determine the characteristics of soil is climate. Climate affects the soil's shape and texture. Climate consists of temperature and precipitation, which determines the time and the speed with which the soil is formed. Lastly, organisms are the source of organic matter, and they include animals that live under the ground, such as Bacteria, Fungi, Algae, and others.
